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SECURING THE FUTURE OF HEALTH AND WELL-BEING FOR ALL AT ALL

AGES: SUSTAINABLE FINANCING SOLUTIONS



| BACKGROUND

The global health landscape continues to evolve, presenting new challenges and opportunities due to demographic
transitions and regime changes, including ageing populations, urbanization, and migration. The recent geopolitical context
further complicates this scenario, influencing domestic resource allocation, financial and technical support from leading
donor agencies, and the stability of multilateral systems worldwide. These shifts demand transformative approaches to
sustainable financing to ensure that health systems remain robust and responsive  to evolving health and care needs.

With only five years left until 2030, addressing the multifaceted aspects of health financing systems is imperative, ensuring
that resources are effectively mobilized, allocated, and utilized to achieve universal health coverage  (UHC), other health-
related sustainable development goals (SDGs), and other global health commitments, including the UN Decade of Healthy
Ageing. This session explores strategies for reorienting financing and service delivery around a life course approach, building
systems that can equitably pool risks, improving resilience to external shocks, and aligning public investment with evolving
population needs and social goals.

| OBJECTIVES

Examining how demographic shifts, particularly ageing populations, changing employment patterns, and
urbanization, challenge the sustainability of domestic health financing systems.
To explore how a life course approach can inform strategic priority setting and resource allocation across diBerent
age groups and the population’s health needs.
To identify country experiences and innovative strategies for core health financing functions (i.e., revenue raising,
pooling, purchasing, benefit design) that enhance financial sustainability, equity, and responsiveness to health and
care needs across the life course.
To identify country experiences and innovative strategies for core health financing functions (i.e., revenue raising,
pooling, purchasing, benefit design) that enhance financial sustainability, equity, and responsiveness to health and
care needs across the life course.



Keynote

Soonman Kwon
Professor of Health Economics and Policy

School of Public Health, Seoul National University
Republic of Korea

Soonman is Professor and Former Dean of the School of Public Health, Seoul National University (SNU) and has worked over
30 years on UHC, health finance and systems, ageing and long-term care, and pharmaceutical policy in Korea and LMICs. He
is the founding director of the WHO Collaborating Centre for Health System and Financing and was the Chief of the Health
Sector Group in the Asian Development Bank (ADB). He was the president of the Korea Health Industry Development
Institute (KHIDI), which is a R&D agency under the Ministry of Health and Welfare. He is a member of WHO (WPRO) TAG
(Technical Advisory Group) on UHC and WHO (HQ) TAG on Pricing Policies for Medicines.

He served as president of leading academic associations in Korea, including Health Economic Association, Society of Health
Policy and Management, Association of Schools of Public Health, and Society of Gerontology. He is an associate editor (Asia
Region Editor) of Health Policy (Elsevier) and International Journal of Health Economics and Management (Springer). He
received PhD from the Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania (1993) and taught at the School of Public Policy,
University of Southern California. He has held visiting positions at the Harvard School of Public Health, London School of
Economics, University of Toronto, University of Tokyo, Peking University, and University of Bremen. He received the
Excellence in Education Award of Seoul National University in 2020.

He has been a member of board or advisory committees of Health Systems Global (HSG), WHO Alliance for Health Policy and
Systems Research, WHO Centre for Health and Development, Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI), etc. He
has occasionally been a short-term consultant of WHO, World Bank, and GIZ for health system and financing in Algeria,
Armenia, Bangladesh, Barbados, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, Georgia, Ghana, India, Indonesia,
Kazakhstan, Kenya, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, South Africa, Sri
Lanka, Tanzania, Uganda, Uzbekistan, and Vietnam.


